
 

 

 

 

 

8th Writing 

Do Now Packet # _____ 

Dates: Sept. 14th – Sept. 29th  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Name: ______________________________ # ______ 

 



1) Date: ___________________________ 

Read the following passage from the book A Writer’s Notebook by Ralph Fletcher: “It’s important to pay attention to 

what haunts you, what images or memories keep running around in your mind even when you try not to think about 

them. But writing about what you wonder about isn’t always as easy as it sounds. It takes honesty and courage…What 

do you wonder about? What’s on your mind when you wake up? What do you daydream about at lunch…? What 

questions haunt or nag at you at night during those last moments before your consciousness crumbles and you fall 

asleep?” Answer Mr. Fletcher’s question. And then discuss…where could you begin looking to answer these questions? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2) Date: ___________________________ 

  

Pick up a pink Write Source TEXT BOOK from the back shelf. Turn to pg. 719 and complete it. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 



3) Date: ___________________________ 

  

What are the most difficult parts of researching a topic for you? Why? Be specific! 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4) Date: ___________________________ 

  

What factors helps us determine whether something is a good or bad source of information? Especially for research? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 



5) Date: ___________________________ 

  

Finish the story (or free write!):  The subway stopped suddenly…inside the tunnel. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6) Date: ___________________________ 

1. Find the simple subject and the simple predicate. 

  Even after the show, my sweaty hands would not stop shaking. 

2. Find the simple subject and the simple predicate. 

  Would you pass the peas? 

3. Find the complete subject and complete predicate. 

  My worry regarding the science test threatened to overcome all of my studying. 

4. Identify the verbs and label whether they are action, linking, or helping verbs. 

  He looked happy about the results. 

5. Identify the verbs and label whether they are action, linking, or helping verbs. 

  My sister could have asked before borrowing my shoes. 



7) Date: ___________________________ 

USE YOUR NOTES to write the following sentences. 

1. Write a sentence that uses a compound subject and an ACTION verb. Underline the simple subjects and 

label the verb with the proper type. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. Write a sentence that uses one detailed/complete subject and a LINKING verb. Underline the COMPLETE 

subject and label the verb. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Write a sentence that uses HELPING verbs and an ACTION verb. Label the verbs. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

8) Date: ___________________________ 

What is plagiarism? Is plagiarism okay or not? Why? How can we avoid it? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 



9) Date: ___________________________ 

  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

10) Date: ___________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 



 

20 errors 

19 errors 



 

16 errors 

19 errors 


