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Expectations for Discussion Questions 

 For each chapter, you will be required to answer ONE discussion question from the list provided in the 

back of this packet. These will be graded on format (organization) as well as ideas and content. You are 

expected to use all of the guidelines for great short answers and hamburger/CEA paragraphs, and you 

should always include evidence from the text to support your claims. See the list of requirements below: 

 

o Write the number of the question you are answering on the line provided. 

o Restate the question as part of your topic sentence (claim). 

 Don’t leave the reader questioning what you are talking about. 

 Don’t use question words here (“How they persuaded them was by…”). 

 Make your stance clear in the first sentence. 

o Answer ALL parts of the question. 

o Use transitions words to connect thoughts and ideas. 

o Be concise, but thorough (probably 4-6+ sentences required per answer). 

o Provide SPECIFIC evidence from the text and EXPLAIN IT. 

 Quote or paraphrase. 

 CITE your evidence. i.e. (Orwell 15). 

 

 Example: 

 What are some attributes of O-lan as a character? 

O-lan as a character exemplifies the attributes of both physical and emotional strength. For example, after 

O-lan has her first child, she only stays out of the fields long enough to clean herself and the house up, and 

then immediately returns to work (Buck 100). This exhibits amazing physical strength and sacrifice as she was 

willing to give up comfort, healing, and her own physical needs for her family. It also shows her emotional 

strength because she was able to put others above herself. We see emotional strength again when she stands 

up to Wang Lung regarding the pearls she has hidden away (Buck 254) as this would not have been culturally 

unacceptable. Then, when Wang Lung takes them anyway, she is able to soldier on despite the sadness she 

feels (Buck 256). This ability to continue even in the midst of sadness shows amazing emotional strength. 

 

 



1) Date: ___________________________ 

Imagine you must design a society where everyone is equal. This may mean equal in wealth, equal in education, equal in 

opportunity, but it is up to you to decide what “equal” means. List five rules or laws that you would need to make so 

that everyone is equal. (For example, everyone must wear green and white shirts.) Can you predict any problems that 

might result from these rules and laws? (For example, some people don’t like the color green.) 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2) Date: ___________________________ 

Choose a discussion question for CHAPTER 1 and answer it below –use a CEA paragraph structure and EVIDENCE from the text. 

Question # _______    ________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 



3) Date: ___________________________ 

Choose a discussion question for CHAPTER 2 and answer it below –use a CEA paragraph structure and EVIDENCE from the text. 

Question # _______    ________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4) Date: ___________________________ 

Choose a discussion question for CHAPTER 3 and answer it below –use a CEA paragraph structure and EVIDENCE from the text. 

Question # _______    ________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 



 

5) Date: ___________________________ 

Choose a discussion question for CHAPTER 4 and answer it below –use a CEA paragraph structure and EVIDENCE from the text. 

Question # _______    ________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6) Date: ___________________________ 

Choose a discussion question for CHAPTER 5 and answer it below –use a CEA paragraph structure and EVIDENCE from the text. 

Question # _______    ________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 



7) Date: ___________________________ 

Choose a discussion question for CHAPTER 6 and answer it below –use a CEA paragraph structure and EVIDENCE from the text. 

Question # _______    ________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

8) Date: ___________________________ 

Choose a discussion question for CHAPTER 7 and answer it below –use a CEA paragraph structure and EVIDENCE from the text. 

Question # _______    ________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 



 

9) Date: ___________________________ 

Choose a discussion question for CHAPTER 8 and answer it below –use a CEA paragraph structure and EVIDENCE from the text. 

Question # _______    ________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

10) Date: ___________________________ 

Choose a discussion question for CHAPTER 9 and answer it below –use a CEA paragraph structure and EVIDENCE from the text. 

Question # _______    ________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 



11) Date: ___________________________ 

Choose a discussion question for CHAPTER 10 and answer it below –use a CEA paragraph structure and EVIDENCE from the 

text. 

Question # _______    ________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

12) Date: ___________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 



ANIMAL FARM  DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

CHAPTER ONE 

1. Look closely at the song “Beasts of England” – What messages does this song convey? What persuasive 

appeals (ethos, pathos, logos) or logical fallacies does it use? Give specific evidence from the text to 

support your claim. 

2. Choose four of the commandments given to the animals by Old Major. Discuss WHY these were the 

commandments given and what they would prevent the animals from doing (dig deep). What 

connections with these laws can you make to present day? 

 

CHAPTER TWO 

1. What are the teachings included in the system of thought that the animals title “Animalism”? Are these 

good teachings? Will they stand the test of time (will they last?)? Why or why not? 

2. Why don’t the pigs like the pet raven Moses’ stories about Sugarcandy Mountain? 

3. The animals change the name of the farm from Manor Farm to Animal Farm. Why is this important? 

What does changing a name do for ideas, behavior, power, etc.? Can you think of any examples in the 

real world? 

 

CHAPTER THREE 

1. How is Squealer able to convince the animals to believe whatever Napoleon says? What persuasive 

techniques does he use?  (Ethos? Pathos? Logos? Give specific examples of each!) 

2. What evidence shows that there are already problems in the leadership of the new government? 

Discuss at least three. 

3. Considering the pigs are in charge, do you think it is fair that only the pigs are allowed to drink the milk 

produced? Why or why not? Use ethos, pathos, or logos to explain. 

 

CHAPTER FOUR 

1. How does The Battle of Cowshed affect Animal Farm, both literally and symbolically? What does it do 

to the animals’ ideals/thinking? 

2. Who would you say is/are the hero/heroes of the battle? Why?  

3. Read the following quotations from after the Battle of the Cowshed and compare Snowball’s and 

Boxer’s reactions. What does this say about their characters? “’I have no wish to take life, not even 

human life,’ repeated Boxer, and his eyes were full of tears.” “‘No sentimentality, comrade!’ cried 

Snowball, from whose wounds the blood was still dripping. ‘War is war. The only good human being is 

a dead one.’” 

 

CHAPTER FIVE 

1. What changes have come to the farm since the change in leadership? List at least three and expand on 

one of them and its effect on Animal Farm. 

2. Snowball and Napoleon use different techniques to make sure their ideas are believed. What 

techniques do they use? 

3. Why don’t the animals protest Napoleon’s changes to the farm after Snowball is chased off the farm? 

4. What role does “Four legs good, two legs bad,” play in Napoleon’s propaganda? What is its meaning? 



5. “[Squealer] repeated a number of times, ‘Tactics, comrades, tactics!’ skipping round and whisking his 

tail with a merry laugh. The animals were not certain what the word meant, but Squealer spoke so 

persuasively, and the three dogs who happened to be with him growled so threateningly, that they 

accepted his explanation without further questions.” If the animals didn’t understand Squealer’s 

words, why do you think they accepted his explanation? 

 

CHAPTER SIX 

1. How is Snowball used as a scapegoat (person who takes blame for another’s action)? Is this effective 

with the animals? Why or why not? 

2. Why does Napoleon decide to engage in trade with the other farmers? How does he convince the 

other animals to agree? How do the animals react? 

3. Why does Napoleon insist the windmill must be rebuilt immediately? What persuasive 

techniques/fallacies does he use to convince the animals? 

 

CHAPTER SEVEN 

1. Why did the animals confess to be traitors? Do you think they are guilty? Why or why not? 

2. Why does Napoleon order the animals to stop singing “Beasts of England?” 

 

CHAPTER EIGHT 

1. Compare/Contrast the poem “Comrade Napoleon” and “Beasts of England”. 

2. Describe the whisky incident. Why would Orwell make this scene a little humorous? 

3. What purpose is served by the production figures Squealer reads to the animals?  

4. Why are the animals so easily fooled, even when they find Squealer with a ladder and white paint 

beside the barn at night? 

 

CHAPTER NINE 

1. Why do you think that only the young pigs are being educated? Should everyone be educated at the 

farm, or would this lead to any problems? 

2. Was what happened to Boxer fair? Look at both sides of the argument – and justify both (discuss why 

was it okay, why was it not). 

3. Why does Napoleon allow Moses to return and to tell his stories about Sugarcandy Mountain? 

Describe a way this tactic is used today. 

4. Of what kind of person does Benjamin remind you? Give some examples. What is your opinion of such 

people? What makes people behave this way? 

 

CHAPTER TEN 

1. What is the new commandment? How has it been true from the beginning? 

2. How do the animals now feel about their social order, their farm? Why do they believe this, even when 

everything around them suggests otherwise? 

3. At the conference with neighboring farmers, what new changes does Napoleon point out? What is 

significant about these changes? 

4. What is significant about Napoleon’s decision that they stop calling each other “Comrade”? 



 

22 errors 

19 errors 



 

25+ errors 

25+ errors 


